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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFORJAKS 

SUBJECT: SINGAPORE PM COMMENTS ON KOREAN TROOPS WITHDRAWAL AND 
JAPAN- ASEAN RELATIONS 

1 . AT MAY 31 CONFERENCE WITH JAPANESE PRESS, VISITING PM 
LEE KWAN YEW CHARACTERIZED PLANNED US TROOP WITHDRAWALS FROM 
ROK AS "MOMENTOUS MOVE WHICH WILL HAVE PROFOUND LONG TERM 
IMPLICATIONS" FOR ASIA. ALTHOUGH LEE INDICATED THAT EXACT 
IMPLICATIONS OF US WITHDRAWAL WERE NOT READILY DEFINABLE, 

HE STATED THAT IT WOULD CREATE TOTALLY NEW DEFENSE POSTURE 
FOR ASIA IN NEXT FIVE YEARS. REFERRING TO STATUS CURRENT 
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US-PHILIPPINE BASE NEGOTIQTION S , LEE POSTULATED THAT NO 
SOUTHEAST ASIAN COULD PROFITABLY RELY ON CONCRETE US MILITARY 
ROLE IN THE FUTURE. MOREOVER, LEE FELT HE COULD NOT 
EXPECT GREATER JAPANESE PARTICIPATION IN REGIONAL 
DEFENSE BECAUSE OF CLEAR PROHIBITION AGAINST REARMA- 
MENT IN JAPANESE CONSTITUTION. IN ECONOMIC REALM LEE 
LOOKED FORWARD TO UPCOMING VISIT OF PM FUKUDA TO 
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ASEAN AS LANDMARK IN JAPANESE ASEAN ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION WHICH WOULD MARK NEW JAPANESE TREND 
TOWARDS INFUSIONS OF NEW CAPITAL AND RAW MATERIAL 
PROCESSING CAPABILITY INTO ASEAN. 

2. IN CONCLUSION, LEE SAID THAT MUTUAL ECONOMIC 
BENEFIT OF ALL ASIAN COUNTRIES, BOTH COMMUNIST AND 
NON-COMMUNIST, WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO REGIONAL STABILITY, 

BUT QH THE FUTURE OF ASEAN'S DEFENSE POSTURE 
REMAINED A CONDUNDRUM. 

SHOESMITH 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, PRESS CONFERENCES, TROOP REDUCTIONS, REGIONAL DEFENSE ORGANIZATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 02-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977TOKYO08136 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 96-0475 
Format: TEL 
From: TOKYO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770696/aaaadgcw.tel 

Line Count: 73 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: a9ef4086-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18-0ct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2298008 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SINGAPORE PM COMMENTS ON KOREAN TROOPS WITHDRAWAL AND JAPAN-ASEAN RELATIONS 
TAGS: PFOR, JA, KS, US, SN. (LEE KWAN YEW) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a9ef4086-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



